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Abstract  

The belief of Hindus in Mahabharata is not only in India but also exist in Bangladesh. This 

paper presents the practice of Mahabharata of Bangladesh after 1971 to present. The aim of 

this paper is to know historical present status and a situation of Mahabharata in Bangladesh. 

In addition, the researchers focus on to different practices of Mahabharata and sometime 

have been analyzing the ways from the present perspective. Therefore, the main focus of this 

study is to introduce two research questions – a) Where the Mahabharata manuscripts are 

preserved? and b) What is the present situation of those manuscripts? The manuscripts as a 

literature form it will be explain in this paper. Moreover, the study will influence to the new 

researcher about knowing the Mahabharata practice and it’s history of Bangladesh.    
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Introduction: 

The Mahabharata is a part of our society, where Hindu is a religion. People believe in 

Mahabharata not as a text but as a way of life. Vyasa wrote Mahabharata and this is one of 

great epic of Hindu religion. Later on many versions came. Mahabharata is not only the story 

of two groups of cousins but there are hundred thousands of characters present the society. 

There are good and evil characters as part of life. As a guide for learning, it teaches many 

ways about life and behaviour. The incidences from Mahabharata enlighten to Bangladesh, 

the manuscript is ‘a written proof’ where the same believe exist in the mind of the people. 

However, Mahabharata and Ramayana are manuscripts and these have been preserved in 

Bangladeshi museums.   
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Methodology:  

Mahabharata associates as historical description in Bangladesh. Therefore, we as 

researchers collected data from the literary context to know the journey of Mahabharata in 

Bangladesh. Although, the researchers examining with different types of practices in 

Bangladesh. To collect the data using, we go further to have interview method. We selected 

various text on Mahabharata and history. The researchers intentionally selected books, 

articles, journals, writings and new media on this issue. Researchers collected data from the 

library and manuscript section for 30 days. For in-depth knowledge about Mahabharata 

practice history and reserved number and present situation need so many field-works all over 

the Bangladesh.  

History of Mahabharata Practice in Bangladesh: 

Mahabharata is an epic, which is famous all over the world as a religious text. This is 

a longest epic poem. Mahabharata is one of them is called written by Krishna Daipayan. 

There are literary and religious practices of the Mahabharata in different countries of the 

world. Likewise, in Bangladesh, there is a practice of Mahabharata in different variations. 

This practice can be divided into two parts on time: (a) Before the birth of Bangladesh 

(before 1971) and (b) After the birth of Bangladesh (after 1972). Before the birth of 

Bangladesh, there are at least four samples of Mahabharata practice in Bengal region.  

In Bangladesh, the original author of the Mahabharata, Dineshchandra Sen in his 

Bangabhasa O Sahitya book mentions that Mahabharata's first writer was Sanjoy. But Dr. 

Kalpana Bhowmik shows in her research that Kabi Kabindro Paramishwar was the first 

writer of Bengali Mahabharata. Interestingly, the most famous Mahabharata written in 

Bangla by Kashiram Das. Before Two hundred years of Kashiram Das, Kobindra 

Parameshwar composed Mahabharata. Furthermore, the book Upendrakishore Roy's 



Scholar Critic                                        ISSN 2348 – 6945 (Online) 

Vol-06, Issue-03, December, 2019.                                                                       ISSN 2348 – 6937 (Print) 
 

www.scholarcritic.com 
 

P
ag

e5
6

 

                                                                                                                                                                                     

Chrleder Mahabharata is more popular among the children. Similarly, the edited 

Mahabharata by Raj Shekhar Basu is also more popular in the academic range of 

Bangladesh. Nrisingha Vaduri's Mahabharata is also famous in Bangladesh. This is the 

previous practice of independence of Bangladesh.  

After the independence of Bangladesh, Mahabharata has been studied in the 

following ways: 

1. In the academic field, 

2. Editing works, 

3. In Folk Drama or Pala-Natya,  

4. In Creative literature,  

5. In the New Media and 

6. Religious practice. 

Academic Field: 

In the study of academic area at the University of Bangladesh, for studying 

Mahabharata as a literary essence or performance based or psychologically treatment in 

Bangla Language and Literature Department, Sanskrit Department, Department of 

Criminology, Department of Theatre and Performance Studies, Department of Film and 

Media studies Mahabharata partly and totally. 

Interestingly, in Bangladesh, there are many universities those have Mahabharata text 

in their syllabus. In Bangladesh, Dhaka University, Rajshahi University, Jahangirnagar 

University, Jatiya Kabi Kazi Nazrul University, and Chittagong University have 

Mahabharata in their syllabus. By studying Mahabharata, they read and watch movies, 

serials and studying Mahabharata and evaluating the war, love, relative relationship, politics, 

social affairs, domestic affairs, devotional sectors, astronomy, hypnosis, medicines, 
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supernatural power, honesty, devotion etc. and discuss all matters of integrity. It is interesting 

to know this as Hindus are in minority in Bangladesh though, in the educational levels they 

have the same respect to minority faith.  

By analyzing all the issues and evaluating the literary value. By examining the merits 

of Mahabharata as an epic, the critics point out that such weaknesses and find out the 

inconsistencies and try to make their rational explanations in the Sanskrit department. The 

main aspect of linguistics is particularly important as well as studying its literary value. It is 

essentially practicing in the technical aspects of the Theatre and Performance Studies 

department, studying the text and the acting industry. They play a prominent specific 

character or event under a script. 

This drama is not just a university-centric chore but the drama groups have created the 

Mahabharata character-based drama by its workers. The name of some of the dramas 

are: Urubhangam is directed by Professor Wahida Mallik Joly in Dhaka University; by Sayed 

Mamun Reza in Jatiya Kabi Kazi Nazrul University in different aspects. Nittapurana is 

directed by Sayed Masum Reza in Desh Natok team in Dhaka. Karna-Kunti Sangbad is 

presented in Jahangirnagar University and Karna-Katha is organized by Obayab Nattadol. 

Bidaye Obhisap and Gandharir Abedon presented in Jahangirnagar University.    

In the Department of Bangla and English Language and Literature are practiced the 

Mahabharata as an epic aspect. They also studied literary value and partly taught 

Mahabharata in the Department of Criminology and Political Science at the University of 

Bhashani Science and Technology, University of Dhaka, they mainly gave importance to the 

Kurukshetra war strategy violence, drug etc. In Department of Pali, Department of 

Anthropology, Department of History, Department of Archaeology, Department of 

Linguistics, and Department of Sociology practice its different aspects. 
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Literary Works: 

In the editing and literature of Bangladesh, the Mahabharata did not get much of the 

span of the work that was done by Dr. Kalpana Bhowmik's Kabindra Mahabharata was 

divided into the most notable part in 1999. This was first published from Bangla Academy, 

Dhaka in Bangladesh. The first work of editing is from Kobindra Mahabharata's manuscript. 

Kalpana discusses the context of the texts in history, linguistics and all literary assessments in 

this book and has discusses comparative discussion between Sanskrita Mahabharata and 

Kabindra Mahabharata. She has made a story based summary in this work. 

Another special edited version is written by Mahabub Lillen. The book entitled, 

Ovajoner Mahabharata from Suddhoswar, Dhaka, published in 2015. The most striking 

energy of this Mahabharata is language. It has been described in the local language as a prose 

tale; at the same time, he adds a role from the position of the story of the Mahabharata, 

difference of today's time period etc. By adding an introduction. Cheleder Mahabharata of 

Upendrakishore Roy's, new publisher is the Biswa-Sahitya Center in 1995. Abdullah Abu 

Sayeed edited that version and Ahmed Mazhar wrote its introduction in Sixth print 2018. 

  In Folk Drama or Pala-Nattya: 

The people of Sylhet, Sunamganj district of Bangladesh have introduced the 'Pala 

Natya' of different songs of Mahabharata. They have written on the story of Mahabharata and 

presenting them in the garb of the folk drama or Lokopala. There is the introduction of Data 

Karna, Draupadir Bastra haran and Rukmini Haran etc. They are very much served in the 

courtyard. In the Maulvibazar district, the non-Bengali Manipuri Moitoi community rendered 

Mahabharata’s turn, in which they explain Palagan in Moitoi language, but Kashiram Das's 

Bengali Mahabharata is performed. Every year, from Bengali month Kartik's full moon to 

Ras Purnima, every day, the Mahabharata lessons and performances of Kashiram Das 
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continued in front of the Jagannath temple. The Dhop-jatra is held in leisure period of the 

Rainy and autumn season. 

In Creative Literature:  

Different characters of Mahabharata used as myth in poems. In the context of country 

time-society, the literary drama and the drama are made by the base of the Mahabharata, the 

most popular character has been done on the basis of 'Karna', in some of the cases, on the 

basis of Kurukshetra war, but more than the story of Arjun, Krishna Yudhishthira was 

created, in cases of religious facts. May be the religious sense or concept works largely there. 

So, worked as far as poets, writers, has been fixed sinner's place from the place of humanity. 

In the New Media: 

In the New Media, the practice of Mahabharata by the youth those are getting popular 

displaying videos uploaded on YouTube by submitting a video uploaded on YouTube. By 

debating the discussion and criticism of writing on the Facebook, blog, online portal with 

their preferred part. 

Religious Practice: 

The people of Sanatan religion regard Mahabharata religious scriptures as sacred 

scriptures. Especially, the Gita also with a great trust and respect. The Sanatan community of 

Bangladesh to do participating in their prayers followed by Mahabharata in the temple at 

home and followed the glorious character of the Mahabharata. In this part Mahabharata 

becomes a religious practice. 

Preservation:  

Bangladesh Central University of Dhaka has more than 35 thousand manuscripts. 

Also Sufia Kamal Central Public Library, Shahbagh; Bangla Academy library, Dhaka; 

Rammala Library, Kumilla; Barendra Research Museum, Rajshahi; Sahittya Parisat, 
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Rangpur; Dinajpur PublicLibrary; Poradoha Public Library, Kustia, Jashore Public Library, 

Barisal BM College Library and so many others libraries have preserved their a large number 

of manuscripts. Expert Professor Dr. Mohammad Shahjahan Mia informed me that libraries 

have several Mahabharata puthi. However, is concerned that due to the lack of proper 

research and exploration, it is not possible to know the number and current situation of 

Mahabharata Puthi. And appropriate research and fieldworks are obviously needed. 

Concluding Remarks: 

Mahabharata practice has not enough in Bangldesh. This research will help new 

researchers who are interested in Mahabharta, this is for them to know the real situation. 

Also, this study will demand for preservaton of old text which are in endegner.  It is high time 

to protect and preserved the old manuscript in Bangladesh and all over the world too.    
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